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I5TH. This morning mounted at half an hour past six.
Course from S.E. to S.E. by S., chiefly S.E. \ S., ten hours
and a half; encamped at five in the afternoon at Ermach1 (i.e.
Launces) near and to the N.E. of five hillocks. The country
mostly level, and the soil rich, but no water. A small northerly
breeze all day, with cloudy weather.
i6TH. Mounted at half an hour past six, course S.E. by E.
one hour and a half, and E.S.E. two hours. Saw about a mile
to the eastward the ruins of Gusserah Muken2 (i.e. Palace of
Muken) which, like most of the towns and buildings of this
country, has little more than its foundations remaining.
Thence we proceeded S.E. by E. one hour. Came then to
Ain il Bassalin3, or Fountain of the Eyes, a large spring of
indifferent water. The soil hereabouts is hard and stoney.
From thence S.E. by S. three hours, over a loose black spoil
[soil?] thick set with high shrubs. At two in the afternoon
encamped at Miniaphen4, where are several wells of pretty
good water. About two miles N.N.E. of the camp is Rachelle5,
a mean Arab village; and E.N.E. another called Stata6, in-
habited by professed robbers. From the latter they brought
dates to sell to the caravan, of which I bought sixty pounds.
A strong bleek northerly wind all day, with dark cloudy
weather. The night cold.
I7TH. Decamped this morning at seven/ Course S.E. by S.
four hours, S.E. one hour and S.E. by E. three hours.
Encamped at three.
At the distance of about four miles, bearing N. J E. of our
camp, stands Alcander7, a large and antient fort, said by the
Arabs to be built by a Christian queen8, who on account of
^ This might be Urma, a ruined site to the west of Rahhaliya, noted by
Massignon as QasrQumlyeh.
2  For this Qasr we have no identification.
3  Ras el Ain, see p. 78.
4  Miniaphen, no identification, but the position is the same as BelPs
* low-lying marshy ground, rich in springs,3 about an hour to the south
of Rahhaliya.
5  Rahhaliya, reputed to be an oasis of 16,000 palm-trees (G. Bell).
6  Shithatha, see pp. 21, 78.                 7 Ukhaidir.
8 If the date of Ukhaidir is pre-Muhammadan, as generally supposed,
it would belong to either the Sassanian or L/akhmid periods; and if
Lakhmid, as Massignon conjectures, the Arab tradition would be justifiable.